2017 COMMUNITY
GRANT SUMMARY
In 2017, Independent Bank proudly provided $278,500 to support the work of non-profits in North Texas,
Houston, Austin, and Waco. The grants awarded this year will fund the following projects:

NORTH TEXAS
BIG THOUGHT			

Mission: To make imagination a part of everyday learning.

$25,000

Summary: Dallas City of Learning works to ensure all students have access to high-quality
summer learning programs that reduce summer learning loss. Together, Big Thought
works with a powerful network of partners to connect students to free or low-cost local
resources and opportunities through a single, online platform. By harnessing the power of
shared data, resources will be used more efficiently.

CITYSQUARE										
$25,000
Mission: To fight the causes and effects of poverty through service, advocacy, and
friendship.

Summary: The WorkPaths Program offers vocational training coupled with wraparound
supportive services (case management, financial empowerment, and resource coaching)
to unemployed/underemployed, low-income, and/or low-skilled adults. The program
culminates in national industry standard certifications, job placement, and retention
services with multiple career tracks including construction, hospitality, and food service.

GENESIS WOMEN’S SHELTER & SUPPORT

$15,000

Mission: To provide safety, shelter, and support for women and children who have
experienced domestic violence, and to raise awareness regarding its cause, prevalence,
and impact.

Summary: The Genesis Children’s Program provides clinical counseling, case management,
and on-site childcare and schooling in order to help children heal from the trauma incurred
by domestic violence.

$15,000
TRINITY RIVER MISSION (TRM)							
Mission: To promote literacy, encourage academic success, and develop effective life skills
among disadvantaged youth in West Dallas, in the belief that education connects us to
life’s possibilities.
Summary: TRM will make improvements to its existing after-school programs which focus
on promoting academic achievement and encouraging high school graduation and postsecondary studies.

$15,000
VOGEL ALCOVE										
Mission: To provide the youngest children of homeless families with the foundation for
success.

Summary: Camp Vogel is an 11-week summer day camp experience for children who have
experienced homelessness. Priority is given to client families with working parents as they
are in the greatest need of quality, affordable child care services during the summer so
that they can maintain employment.
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WOMEN IN NEED OF GENEROUS SUPPORT (WiNGS) 			

$15,000

Mission: To provide women with the tools to lift themselves and their families out of
poverty.

Summary: WiNGS’ Women’s Enterprise Center helps low-income aspiring female
entrepreneurs successfully design, launch, and establish their small businesses. WEC offers
business training along with critical financial, personal, and professional supports.

AUSTIN COLLEGE - ENSURE

$10,000

Mission: To educate students in the liberal arts and sciences in order to prepare them for
rewarding careers and for full, engaged, and meaningful lives.

Summary: ENSURE promotes academic achievement and access to higher-education for
low-to-moderate income and underrepresented students by giving them an opportunity to
participate in a hands-on, mentored research experience.

HENDRICK SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION

$10,000

Mission: To provide Plano ISD graduates who have overcome adversity with scholarships
and support services to promote success in life.
Summary: Low-to-moderate-income students will receive full one-year scholarships
to Collin College as well as access to wraparound support services such as academic
advising, tutoring, and life skills workshops to ensure that they graduate and start their
careers well-equipped.

INTERFAITH FAMILY SERVICES								
$10,000
Mission: To empower families in crisis to break the cycle of poverty.

Summary: The Financial Empowerment Program provides residents with financial
coaching sessions on topics such as credit, budgeting, savings, and debt reduction.

AUSTIN STREET CENTER								
$5,000
Mission: To provide safe shelter and meet the basic needs of the most vulnerable
homeless.

Summary: The E2 Program moves homeless men and women towards employment and
self-sufficiency by meeting their basic needs and then providing workforce readiness
training, job placement assistance, and post-employment assistance.
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BAYLOR UNIVERSITY - PROJECT PROMISE		

$11,000

Mission: To educate men and women for worldwide leadership and service by integrating
academic excellence and Christian commitment within a caring community.

Summary: Gifted and talented students from low-income backgrounds will receive
scholarships to attend Project Promise. During Project Promise, students identify shortand long-term social and academic goals, take courses that align with their individual
interests and career goals, and develop interpersonal relationships with peers and mentors.

$10,000
CARITAS OF AUSTIN										
Mission: Caritas of Austin provides a service continuum for those experiencing poverty
that begins with a safety net and links them to resources to achieve self-sufficiency.

Summary: The Transition Assistance Program (TAP), a pilot program now in its second
year, matches clients who are at risk of becoming homeless with financial assistance for
specific housing, childcare, and health-related needs.

GIRLS EMPOWERMENT NETWORK (GEN)

$10,000

Mission: To support and guide girls to make wise choices as they navigate the unique
pressures of girlhood.

Summary: The 180 Program is a prevention and intervention program designed to help
girls who are involved in or who are at high risk of becoming involved in the juvenile justice
system.

PACK OF HOPE

Mission: To erase child hunger in McLennan County.

$10,000

Summary: Weekend food bags will be provided to eligible students at participating
McLennan County school districts.

WACO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION				 $10,000
Mission: To inspire and cultivate healthy neighborhoods. A healthy neighborhood is one
that is safe, clean, and diverse; one in which it makes economic sense for people to invest;
one where neighbors manage change successfully.

Summary: The First Time Homebuyer Program includes housing counseling services,
financial literacy classes, and a program to help families save for a down payment on their
home through an IDA savings account.

FOUNDATION COMMUNITIES

$7,500

Mission: To empower low-income clients with the tools they need to achieve long-term
stability and self-sufficiency by combining affordable housing and free on-site services.

Summary: The College Hub Program assists low-income, non-traditional college
students by providing them with wraparound services such as financial coaching, FAFSA
preparation, and academic advising.
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BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF GREATER HOUSTON				$10,000
Mission: To provide children facing adversity with strong and enduring, professionally
supported, one-to-one relationships that change their lives for the better, forever.
Summary: mentor2.0 is a one-to-one mentoring program at KIPP Northeast College
Preparatory, and Heights High School that consists of weekly email communication
between mentors and mentees and periodic in-person meetings.

REBUILDING TOGETHER HOUSTON

$10,000

Mission: To restore hope and revitalize neighborhoods by repairing homes at no cost for
low-income elderly homeowners.

Summary: The Safe and Sound Services Program mitigates the risks of fire and falling, and
improves indoor air quality by providing low-cost interior health and safety modifications
to low-income seniors and military veterans, allowing them to age in place and avoid the
cost of moving.

THE WOMEN’S RESOURCE OF GREATER HOUSTON

Mission: To help women and girls make choices towards becoming independent,
productive, and financially stable.

$10,000

Summary: RISE!, a four-year program for high school girls, combines life skills training
and financial education. The program also includes field trips to colleges and businesses,
service projects, and college admission assistance.

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON - SURE

$10,000

Mission: To stimulate urban renewal by producing students who are socially engaged
and have professional experience; entrepreneurs who are economically empowered and
have a professional network; and communities that are socially integrated and have more
economic opportunity.

Summary: The SURE Program (Stimulating Urban Renewal through Entrepreneurship),
provides free financial and business education to aspiring entrepreneurs from
disadvantaged and underserved communities through a unique partnership with business
school students, faculty, and business professionals.

$10,000
WESTSIDE HOMELESS PREVENTION						
Mission: To prevent and end homelessness for families by providing them with the
resources and supporting services that lead to self-sufficiency.

Summary: The Hand Up Program provides assistance with rent, utilities and transportation
in order to stabilize families who are at risk of becoming homeless.
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AVENUE CDC

Mission: To build affordable homes and strengthen communities.

$5,000

Summary: Grant funds will go towards increasing the stock of affordable housing,
providing asset building services, and engaging the community with various meetings and
activities in the greater Northside.

CHRISTUS FOUNDATION FOR HEALTHCARE					 $5,000
Mission: To continue the legacy of the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the
Incarnate Word through the promotion of health and welfare to people in need.

Summary: CHRISTUS’ 2017 Back to School Health Fair will improve access to healthcare
by providing free vaccines, school and sports physicals, vision screenings, and dental
screenings to the community in East End Houston. Referrals for follow-ups will be made to
CHRISTUS St. Mary’s Clinic, a primary care clinic for the uninsured.

FORT BEND COUNTY WOMEN’S CENTER, INC.				

$5,000

Mission: To assist survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault and their children
achieve safety and self-sufficiency, while striving to prevent violence against women.

Summary: The Wellness & Stability Program’s Child Mentor assesses clients’ children and
oversees programming for them.

GIRLS EMPOWERMENT NETWORK (GEN)

$5,000

Mission: To support and guide girls to make wise choices as they navigate the unique
pressures of girlhood.
Summary: The Girls Empowerment Network will be expanding the 180 Program (a
prevention and intervention program currently in place in Austin) to Houston.

$5,000
NEHEMIAH CENTER									
Mission: To provide assistance to low income families who are invested in seeking a better
future for their children through education, emotional wellness, and spiritual enrichment.

Summary: Nehemiah’s after school programs provide homework instruction, reading and
math remediation, academic and cultural enrichment, and social services to children Pre-K
through 12th grade.
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